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In 1935, Detroit was the City of Champions. The City had 
all three of the major sports league Champions in Football, 
Baseball, and Hockey… But Detroit also boasted Olympic 
Gold Medals, Champions in 5 other sports, and the pound 

for pound #1 Fighter in the World, Joe Louis. 



All roads to greatness in the sport of boxing come 
through the City of Detroit 

From Jack Blackburn and the Brown Bomber to the current Heavyweight 

Champion Tyson Fury, every era of boxing has had Detroit’s fingerprints on 

it. Detroiters Eddie Futch and Emanuel Steward trained 61 world champions 

by themselves. Add their disciples like Freddie Roach and adopted sons like 

Jake LaMotta and Sugar Ray Robinson, and the legacy becomes epic. 



Detroit influence over the Mentors and their Fighters 



The single thread that tied the city together with 
all the great champions was Emanuel Steward

and the Kronk Gym 



From Brewster-Wheeler to Lasky to Kronk… it has always 
been Detroit’s legendary Rec Centers that captured the 

young potential and cultivated greatness  



We will tell this story with the help of the men who had the 
front row seats for the last six decades of Detroit Boxing  



The Storylines of “Rumble Young Man Rumble”
• Jack Blackburn arrives in Detroit (after serving time for murder) 

and begins training the great Joe Louis.

• The Brown Bomber spars with Eddie Futch at Brewster Center 
while a young Sugar Ray Robinson watches intently.

• Jake LaMotta adopts Detroit as his hometown and defeats Sugar 
Ray Robinson in the city where he grew up.

• A young Emanuel Steward wins the Golden Gloves and learns 
from Eddie Futch and all the Detroit legends.

• As Futch moves west, Steward takes over the Detroit boxing 
scene and settles at the Kronk rec center gym. 

• Thomas “The Hitman” Hearns rises up to set a record for world 
championship weight class belts.

• The Goldfather begins and Kronk becomes the greatest boxing 
team in history.

• The 1984 Olympic Boxing team revolts against their coach and 
sneaks away to Big Bear with Manny Steward.

• Detroit corruption infiltrates Kronk and takes down the gym.      

• Steward takes Detroit global with international champions.

• With Steward’s untimely passing, Javan Sugar Hill takes over the 
Kronk stable and wins the Heavyweight title training Tyson Fury.



KRONK CHAMPIONS

w w w . k r o n k s p o r t s . c o m

Tommy Hearns Pernell Whitaker Julio Cesar Chavez

Lennox Lewis Leon Spinks Hilmer Kenty



KRONK CHAMPIONS

w w w . k r o n k s p o r t s . c o m

Evander Holyfield Mark Breland Oscar De La Hoya

Naseem Hamed Mike McCallum Vernon Forrest



KRONK CHAMPIONS

w w w . k r o n k s p o r t s . c o m

Gerald McClellan Steve McCrory Miguel Coto

Wladimir Klitschko Tony Tucker Terrell Biggs



KRONK CHAMPIONS

w w w . k r o n k s p o r t s . c o m

Michael Moorer Meldrick Taylor Henry Akinwande

Vitaly Klitschko Aaron Pryor Milton McCrory



w w w . k r o n k s p o r t s . c o m

My friend Manny deserves to be remembered for the fights that 
he won keeping kids off the streets.

- Joseph Gough, Producer



JOSEPH GOUGH 

w w w . k r o n k s p o r t s . c o m

• Executive producer – Founder of Indian Trail 
Productions… created branded media and marketing  
campaigns for Buick, the US Navy, and dozens of 
Health and Wellness clients. Co-produced the 
documentaries DOCTORED, Kingdom of Survival, and 
Motor City Rising for Ovation Network.

• Produced TV commercials with Doner, McCann, JWT, 
BBDO, and Leo Burnett.

• Co-wrote, Assistant Directed and Co-produced 
“PICTURE” music video for Kid Rock & Sheryl Crow 
(VH1 Music #1 Video).

• Gough has worked with Billy Crystal, Eminem, Keanu 
Reeves, Kid Rock, Sheryl Crow, Justin Verlander, Tiger 
Woods, Magic Johnson and dozens of professional 
athletes on sports and entertainment projects ranging 
from the HBO Film “*61” to the MLB’s “Stand Up For 
Cancer” television feature. Gough was a sports 
broadcaster in Detroit for 15 years and became the only 
media member inducted into the Kronk Hall of Fame.

Writer/ Producer
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w w w . k r o n k s p o r t s . c o m
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